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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 07-07-036, filed 3/12/07, effective
4/12/07)

WAC 260-70-720 Posterior digital neurectomy. (1) No person may
bring onto the grounds of a racing association, or enter or cause to
be entered in any race, or sell, offer for sale, or act as an agent in
the sale of any horse on the grounds under the jurisdiction of the
commission that has had a posterior digital neurectomy, "heel nerved,"

performed, or has had any nerve removed from the leg of such horse,
except as provided in this chapter.

+))) No horse that has been "high nerved" may be allowed on the
grounds or entered to race. A "high nerved horse" means a horse whose
nerved have been desensitized by any means at or above the fetlock,
including volar, palmar, or plantar nerves.

(a) Lack of feeling at the coronary band at the front of the hoof
is prima facie evidence that a horse has been "high nerved."

(b) Incisions over nerves at or above the fetlock are evidence
that the horse has been "high nerved" even if partial or complete
feeling is present at the front of the coronary band of the hoof.

(3) A horse that has been "low heel nerved" may be allowed on the
grounds and be entered to race. A "low heel nerved" horse means a
horse whose posterior branch only of the palmar digital nerve have
been desensitized by any means below the fetlock.

(a) A horse that has been "low heel nerved" must have the proce-
dure designated on its registration certificate, and a certification
by the practicing veterinarian who performed the procedure to the of-
ficial veterinarian, upon reqguest.

(b) The responsibility to ensure the registration certificate is
noted on the registration certificate and the practicing veterinarian
certification, if requested, is provided and is the responsibility of
the owner of the horse.

(c) The trainer of record of a horse that has been "low heel
nerved" is responsible to ensure all horses under his care are repor-
ted to the racing secretary prior to being admitted on the grounds.

(d) The racing secretary is responsible to maintain a list of all
horses that are "low heel nerved" and shall post the 1list in the rac-
ing office in a location that is accessible to all licensees.

(4) Prior to admittance on the grounds of a horse that has been
"low heel nerved" it must be approved by an official veterinarian.

An official veterinarian ((4+s)) must be satisfied that the loss
of sensation to the horse due to the posterior digital neurectomy will
not endanger the safety of the public and the participants in racing
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