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Emerald Downs Racing LL.C.

Emerald Downs offered 55 live racing days this year, compared to 52 days last year. Opening day was on
Kentucky Derby Day Saturday, May 4, 2024, with a 1:30 p.m. post time. Wednesday, July 3 had a 5:00
p.m. post time, which was also the day of Emerald Downs’ annual fireworks display. Friday racing started
at 7:00 p.m. post time. Saturday and Sunday had a 1:30 p.m. post time.

Emerald Downs brought back several popular promotion days during the 2024 season: Three days of the
Indian relay races in June and three different dog breed races. The Corgi races having the largest crowd in
attendance with 9548 people. The wiener dog and wannabes races had the largest number of participants
with 132 dogs competing.

Last year Emerald Downs had the duties of regulating Horseracing Integrity & Welfare Unit (HIWU)
equine testing program and the Washington Horse Racing Commission (WHRC) regulating Horseracing
Integrity & Safety Authority (HISA). For the 2024 racing season, the WHRC returned to the duties of
regulating both the Federal regulations of HISA and HIWU.

Emerald Downs/Race Office

Entry days for horse races were changed three times during this year’s race meet. Book 1 entries were
taken nine days ahead. Thursday for next weeks’ Saturday racing and Friday for Sunday racing. There
was an exception for opening day May 4, 2024. The entries for Emerald Downs’ opening day were taken
Monday April 29, 2024. Book 2 entries were taken nine days out, with entries on Wednesdays for Friday
racing, Thursdays for Saturday racing and seven days out on Sundays for the following Sunday racing.
On Friday, June 21, 2024, the entry schedule changed for the final time. Friday and Saturday entries were
taken six days out on Saturday and Sunday, Sunday’s entries were taken four days out on Wednesdays.



With 55 live race days, the number of races carded this year was 433, down two races from the prior year.
There were 435 races originally carded but two were lost Saturday, September 14th by cancelation due to
inclement weather. Heavy rain made the race surface unsafe. The number of races per day decreased
slightly, to 7.87 this year from 8.36 last year. The number of starters decreased from 2847 horses last year
to 2791 horses this year.13 starters were lost due to the two races being cancelled. The field size per race
decreased slightly at 6.45, compared to 6.54 last year. The number of stall applications decreased by six,
with 62 this year compared to 68 last year. The number of stalls allocated decreased by 153, from 968 last
year to 815 this year. The number of claims increased from 200 last year to 264 this year. There were 25
claims voided by HIWU.

The number of two-year-old races was down by five, with 25 this year compared to 30 last year. The
number of Washington-bred races carded, decreased by five, with ten this year compared to 15 last year.

The 89" running of the Longacres Mile was featured on Championship Sunday, August 11, 2024, along
with three other stakes races, including the Distaff, the Washington Oaks, and the Muckleshoot Derby.
Emerald Downs hosted two Quarter Horse Challenge races: the AQHA Racing Championship Challenge
and the John Deere Emerald Downs Juvenile Challenge. The John Deere Juvenile Challenge had two trial
races on July 28, 2024, along with one 870 mixed races, with three Quarter Horses and three
Thoroughbreds entered. On August 18, 2024, the John Deere Juvenile Challenge and the AQHA Racing
Championship challenge was held along with an 870-yard mixed race, only having one Quarter Horse in
the body of the race making a total of six Quarter Horse races. Both 870-yard mixed races were won by a
Thoroughbred.

Emerald Downs held the Emerald Racing Club again this year. It was started in 2014. The Emerald
Racing Club had a new trainer this year with Scott Tubbs. There was a total of 130 owners in the club this
year, down from 139 last year. The club owned three horses during the 2024 race meet. Sir Looking
Glass, a non-winner, had one second and one third from four starts. Warren’s Candy Man had five starts
with one win through the disqualification of the original winner. Warren’s Memorable had five starts with
two wins and one second place. Sir Looking Glass is now at a facility in Port Orchard recovering nicely
from surgery. Warren’s Candy Man was sold. Warren’s Memorable was sold to trainer Scott Tubbs and
some of the Emerald Club members and is going to Turf Paradise.

Jockey Colony

There was a total of 43 jockey licenses issued this year, compared to 45 last year. Out of the 43 jockeys,
18 jockeys rode steadily all season, including one apprentice jockey. Nine riders were here for the Quarter
Horse races. The other riders were licensed for stakes races or were at Emerald Downs for only a short
time. There was a total of 35 jockey rulings this year, compared to 53 last year. Of the 35 rulings, 30 were
for violations of the WHRC racing rules and five were for HISA riding crop strike counts, down from ten
riding crop violations in the prior year. The WHRC rulings ranged from warnings up to $500.00 in fines
and two riding suspensions of two days. Regarding HISA violations, four were $250.00 fines with a one-
day suspension and one was a $500.00 fine with a three-day suspension, with the horse being disqualified
from any purse money for the strike count.




Mutuel Department and Sportech Totalizer System

After Sportech added a new console system last year for the stewards to input all the data to go on the tote
board, this year several calls had to be made to Sportech’s main hub to resolve issues that came up. The
main issues were not being able to post the data on the tote board and not being able to post the results as
official.

Emerald Downs Video Department

The video department is vital to the board of stewards in making any decision on inquiries and objections.
Some of the issues that raised came from the stewards’ monitors, as they are on a different feed than the
publics. The video department had to reset/reprogram our monitors several times. We also had several
issues losing the head on view, the camera that is at the 3/8 pole. The video department worked hard on
resolving any problems that occurred.

Emerald Downs Security

Emerald Downs security personnel were good to work with this year and were very helpful to the WHRC
Investigators and the Stewards regulating the WHRC rules. A major race day duty for Emerald Downs
security was to log in and out licensees to the test barn and making sure that there are only two licensees
per horse in the test barn as required by HIWU.

Physical Inspection of the grounds

An inspection of the security fencing every year indicates that Emerald Downs does a good job in
maintaining the security fencing. During the inspection at the end of this year’s race meet, it was found
that there were two different areas that must be repaired. One area was damaged due to trees falling on it
during a windstorm late in the season. It is in an area that is almost impossible to pass through due to
heavy vegetation.

Licensing

The total number of licenses issued in 2024 was down by two with 1,904, compared to 1,906 last year.
Owner’s licenses were down by eight, with 820 issued in 2024, compared to 828 in 2023. Trainer’s
licenses increased by nine, with 96 last year compared to 105 this year. Groom’s licenses decreased by
three, with 213 issued this year compared to 216 in 2023. Pony riders had a decrease of one, with 83 this
year compared to 84 in 2023. Exercise riders had a decrease of 14, with 115 this year compared to 129
last year.

WHRC Investigators

Darrell Farwell and Hugh Wales worked well together as the WHRC Investigators. They were essential to
the Board of Stewards and working with Emerald Downs Security when needed. They both were an asset
to the WHRC in the test barn helping Emerald Downs security overseeing the HIWU rules and
regulations in the equine testing procedures as required.

The WHRC Investigators did a total of 62 drug and alcohol tests this year, which is similar to the prior
year. There were 11 tests for alcohol with no positives and 51 tests for drugs with one positive test that




resulted in a 30-day suspension. This shows that our drug and alcohol testing program is working.
Additionally, there were a total of 55 separate investigations this year, an increase from last year with 33.
These investigations involved allegations of Rules of Racing violations on the racetrack grounds. 25
violations were sent to the Stewards for possible action. There were also two jockeys’ room searches with
no violations found.

WHRC Veterinarians/ Test Barn

Dr. Ron Friedman DVM, WHRC State Veterinarian and Equine Medical Director, along with the WHRC
official veterinarian Dr. Collette Bergam DVM worked together regulating the equine testing program.
Dr. Lutz Harfst, Dr. Bob Campbell and Dr. Mike Parker filled in when Dr, Friedman and Dr. Bergam
each were gone for two weekends and as needed.

WHRC Receiving Barn

The receiving barn is utilized to assemble and organize all participants prior to their race and for the
identification process of each horse. The WHRC was short staffed on opening day as Nancy Gibson
Gonzalez did not come back as the receiving barn clerk. Savannah Olguin was hired on the second day of
racing, Saturday, May 11, 2024, to work that position until Kyra Pike was hired on June 29, 2024, for the
position. Savannah Olguin ended up helping in that position when Kyra Pike left the agency. Chloe Miller
was hired for the position on August 2, 2024, and after being trained, finished out the season as the
receiving barn clerk doing a good job.

Paddock

Robert Sodergren did a good job at overseeing the saddling of the horses in the Paddock and getting them
on the track when designated. The paddock procedure seemed to run smoothly as the horseman and
Robert worked well together in the saddling process.

Photo Finish

Long time Photo Finish/Clocker Jody Parmenter continued to do a good job as usual in her position, Jody
also trained in her position for a backup with two WHRC employees Alexis Warner and Savannah
Olguin.

WHRC Staff

With staff turnover from year to year, the WHRC hired three new employees to learn and back up
different positions as needed, Savannah Olguin, Chloe Miller, and Kyra Pike. Kyra Pike was hired June
29, 2024, but left the agency late August, Chloe Miller’s first day was August 2, 2024, and Savannah
Olguin came aboard the second day of racing, May 11, 2024. Savannah learned and performed the duties
of the receiving barn clerk, claims clerk and learned to be a backup as the photo finish operator. Chloe
Miller learned and took over the duties of the receiving barn clerk. The WHRC sent Robert Sodergren to
a Stewards Accreditation class this year. Aarika Nelson and Robert Sodergren both worked six racing
days in the Stewards’ room as an assistant steward during the last month of the racing season.




Board of Stewards

The Board of Stewards issued 138 rulings this year, compared to 107 last year. Of the 138 rulings, 35
were jockey rulings, a decrease of 18 from last year of 53. Four rulings were HISA related, down from ten
HISA rulings last year. Being down 60% in HISA rulings for jockey crop strike count shows that the
jockeys are adjusting to the rule. In addition to the 35 jockey rulings, there were five rulings for
unauthorized late scratches, the same as last year. Four rulings were issued for tampering with a fire
protection system, up from last year’s one and nine for disturbing the peace, up from five last year, and
one positive for drugs.

Overall, the 2024 race season went well. It was very difficult for the WHRC to find applicants that are
willing to work seasonal, making staffing a challenge. With the new employees and the help of all the
permanent employees we got through this season in good shape.

We continued to have challenges with HISA and HIWU regulations. However, with a little time off
everyone will be looking forward to the 2025 race meet.

Sincerely,

Boosed s

Ken Doll Sr.

Presiding Steward



