
 

 

  

 
WHRC Commission Meeting 

 

Location: Emerald Downs, 2300 Ron Crockett Drive, Auburn WA 98001, 5th Floor Tribal Council Room 

and Zoom Video Conference  

Date: June 13, 2025 

Call to Order: 9:30 am (PT) 

Adjourned: 10:15 am (PT) 

Attendees: Chair Doug Moore, Commissioner Robert Lopez, Commissioner Dr. Claude Ragle (via Zoom), 

Ex Officio Senator Claudia Kauffman (via Zoom), Ex Officio Representative Joe Schmick (via 

Zoom), WHRC Executive Secretary Amanda Benton, WHRC Deputy Secretary Ann-Kathrin 

Zemann, WHRC Confidential Secretary Melanie Bowdish 

Agenda items 

1. Approval of the Meeting Minutes of April 11, 2025 

Commissioner Lopez made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of April 11, 2025. Commissioner Dr. 

Ragle seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

2. Commissioners’ Reports 

Chair Doug Moore attended the Kentucky Oaks and the Kentucky Derby in May. Chair Moore also attended 

the ARCI Meeting. I was talked about the aftercare of racehorses, as well as the financial situation that some 

state commissions are facing, due to the high fees that are being assessed. Chair Moore also recognized 

long time registration clerk Debbie Hopkins. Hopkins passed away on May 15, after a long battle against 

cancer. Moore emphasized her phenomenal work ethic, as well as her long-time support to the horse racing 

industry in Washington state.  

Commissioner Lopez attended via Zoom the National Racing Compact Meeting on May 7, 2025. 

Commissioner Lopez was reelected as the Chair of the National Racing Compact. 

Commissioner Dr. Ragle had nothing to report. 
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3. ADW License Renewal – TVG 

This was regarding TVG’s application to renew its license to conduct advanced deposit wagering in the State 

of Washington. Their initial license was issued July 27, 2004. 

This is for an annual advance deposit wagering license, that is governed by WAC 260-49-090. The license 

term would be from July 27, 2025, through July 26, 2026. The renewal process started April 16, 2025, and the 

$1,000 license fee, as well as the application materials were received on May 21, 2025.  

In the calendar year 2024, TVG had $62,287,711.60 wagered and generated $3,838,066.07 in source market 

fees. Wagering and Source Market Fee were down 3.1% and 4.3% respectively in 2024 from 2023. Wagering 

was down 21.4% and Source Market Fee was down 18.2% over the fife-year period, that started in 2020. The 

average daily account balance of Washington deposits for 2024 was $512,028.37. A $75,000.00 financial 

guarantee bond with Westchester Fire Insurance Company is still in full force through October 12, 2025. Their 

contract with Emerald Downs Racing, LLC, is in place until May 31, 2025.  

There are no changes to directors or officers. Changes to the Plan of Operation are the following: 

- Vivian Lam was added as Software Engineering Senior Director 

- Adi Iyer was added as Payments and Fraud Senior Director 

TVG’s Oregon license is effective through June 30, 2026. 

TVG owns the following websites and apps: 

- www.tvg.com 

- TVG – Horse Racing Betting App 

There are no pending investigations by a governmental agency. There was no enforcement action taken by a 

governmental agency to date. 

Staff recommend approving TVG’s request to renew their license. TVG’s Senior Vice President of Legal and 

Business Affairs Allison Meyer was on the Zoom call to answer any questions.  

Commissioner Lopez moved to approve the license renewal for TVG. Commissioner Dr. Ragle seconded the 

motion. Motion carried. 

4. Industry Reports 

a) Emerald Downs 

Emerald Downs’ Phil Ziegler gave the industry report for Emerald Downs Racing, LLC. HISA was at 

Emerald Downs for an accreditation visit two weeks ago. HISA Chief Executive Officer Lisa Lazarus 

agreed to visit Emerald Downs in July.  

There will be 21 Indian Relay teams competing this weekend at Emerald Downs. A large crowd is also 

expected for Father’s Day on Sunday.  

Highline College also celebrated their graduation at Emerald Downs. This was the first time, that a 

graduation party was held at Emerald Downs.  

b) Washington Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association 

WHBPA President Patrick LePley gave the report for the WHBPA. On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 

of this week the National HBPA met and went through the concerns with the smaller racetracks. Emerald 

Downs is not the only endangered racetrack, because of the costs that are imposed by HISA, so LePLey. 
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The WHBA will have a Horsemen’s General meeting today on June 13, 2025, at 1:00PM. 

c) Washington Thoroughbred Breeders and Owners Association 

WTBOA General Manager Deborah Price gave the report for the WTBOA. This year’s WTBOA Yearling 

and Mixed Sale will be held at the WTBOA pavilion on August 26, 2025. There are currently 74 yearlings 

and five mares entered for the sale. The WTBOA membership meeting will be held on July 26, 2025, at 

the WTBOA sales pavilion. The Northwest Race Series just closed for nominations.  

d) The Jockeys Guild 

Darrel Haire had nothing to report. WHRC Investigator Darell Farwell thanked Haire for his great 

leadership regrading this year’s jockey population at Emerald Downs.  

5. Emerald Downs Grant Request 

a. EMD Morning Training Track Veterinary Program 

Morning training track veterinarians are to be on duty at the start of training each morning to respond to 

equine medical emergencies related to training. The morning track veterinarian is on duty until there is 

another private practicing veterinarian checked in on the grounds with Emerald Downs security that would be 

available to respond to any equine related medical emergency. This grant is vital to ensure the health and 

welfare of the horses training in the morning.  

For the 2025 racing and training season, Emerald Downs will compensate the morning track veterinarian for 

$175.00 per training morning. There is a total of 176 training days at Emerald Downs that the morning track 

veterinarian will be paid for.  

The grant amount requested from the WHRC is $30,800.00.  

Commissioner Lopez moved to approve the grant request of Emerald Downs. Commissioner Dr. Ragle 

seconded the motion. The 2025 grant request of Emerald Downs was approved.  

6. Racehorse Health and Safety Act 

On May 14, 2025, Representative Clay Higgins, Representative Don Davis and Senator Tom Cotton 

introduced the Racehorse Health and Safety Act (RHSA). The legislation is backed by industry organizations, 

such as the National Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association, the United States Trotting 

Association, the North American Association of Racetrack Veterinarians and other.  

The RHSA would establish an interstate compact to develop nationwide rules governing scientific medication 

control and racetrack safety for horses. 

7. Executive Secretary’s Report  

a.  Wagering Recap (April/May 2025); and 
 
The total amount wagered in April was down 2.1% compared to the prior year. There was $3,282,118.10 
wagered. The amount distributed to the WHRC operating account was $59,176.61 which was a decrease 
of 2.1% compared to the prior year. 
 
The total handle in May was down 3.3% compared to the prior year. There was $5,784,221.60 wagered. 
The amount distributed to the WHRC operating account was $104,289.47. 
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b. Monthly Financial Statement (March/April 2025) 
 
The revenue in March was $85,328.00. The revenue for April was $90,945.00. The expenses for March 
were $125,474.00. The expenses for April were $515,613.00. The projected fund balance for the current 
biennium is now $862,510.00.  

 
8. Discussion Items – Commissioners 

Chair Moore asked for a motion to approve travel for the any or all of the commissioners to Emerald Downs’ 

Legislature Day on July 20, 2025. Commissioner Lopez moved; Commissioner Dr. Ragle seconded. 

Motion carried.  

9. Any other business that may be properly brought before the Commission 

Nothing to report. 

The next regular meeting of the Washington Horse Racing Commission will be held on July 25, 
2025, at 9:30 am at Emerald Downs and via Zoom.  
 

 

____________________________ 
Amanda Benton, Executive Secretary 

 
 


